Micah is sixth in order of the Twelve Minor Prophets. It is next to the last of those prophets who prophesied in the period of the Assyrian supremacy, which would be from the 9 th to the 8 th centuries BC. This prophecy is centered in its historical context when Isaiah was the main prophet. Much of the information Isaiah covered in his prophetic discourses, particularly in "First Isaiah" (as scholars call Isaiah chapters 1 to 35), is very similar to that which we find in Micah. 2 Some of the same statements made by Micah were also made by Isaiah. Look for example at Micah chapter 4. Let me read one or two verses here. And many nations shall come, and say, 'Come, let us go up to the mountain of YHWH, and to the house of the God of Jacob [the Temple]; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of YHWH from Jerusalem.'"
were often identical in meaning.
We find other characteristics of Micah in Isaiah. Micah says in chapter 1:8: "Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked ...." He meant he was going to pull off all his clothes. This would certainly get attention because the Middle Eastern peoples, even in ancient times, were not noted for showing much flesh. They abhorred nudity in any form, unlike people in Europe today and elsewhere in the world. The nakedness means exactly what it says. The same thing was done by Isaiah, sophisticated though he was, when he wanted to emphasize a prophecy he was giving. It says here in Isaiah chapter 20: Isaiah demonstrated for three years what would happen to the Ethiopians and the Egyptians to their shame.
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Latter Day Prophecies of Isaiah and Micah
These prophecies of Isaiah and Micah primarily deal with the latter days. Understand, there was a historical context to the 8 th century BC. The geography, the politics, and the religious environment we find in the twin prophets of Isaiah and in Micah are certainly important, but their prophecies, though they had relevance back in their period, they have more than historical interest.
The main thrust of Micah's judgment, his burden, his prophecy, was against Assyria and what they would do (and did do) to Samaria in the northern part of Israel, and to Judah. Micah was upset that the people of Israel, both northern Israel and southern Israel, had learned the teachings of the Gentiles -the teachings of the Assyrians, Ethiopians, Egyptians, and others -and absorbed them almost wholesale into their societies, penetrating even into Jerusalem, the capital city of Judah.
The seven chapters of Micah mainly give a condemnation of Israel, because of their absorption of idolatry. The idolatry had to do with the time back then, but it also has to do with us today. Many of us feel idolatry has been extinguished, certainly amongst Israelites. This is not true at all because we Gentiles, as well as Israelites, are still imbued with idolatrous concepts and even outright idolatry. You would not believe it on the surface, but the way God views or determines what is idolatry, is very different than most people today think. We must get God's definition of these things and not mankind's. In most cases, what man thinks is idolatry is the opposite of what God has condemned.
Micah gives a context regarding a future time when YHWH will introduce Himself into world affairs. He gives the synopsis right after introducing himself in Micah 1:1, giving the time he is prophesying, the time of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, and what Micah "saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem." "The word of YHWH that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem."
• Micah 1:1 3 Some Protestant commentators do not want Isaiah to take off his clothes. They say he took off just his outer garments, or his cloak. That is not what it means at all because how could the buttocks be uncovered? They are misinterpreting these scriptures when they do not have to. King David on one occasion did the same thing as you will find in 2 Samuel 6:14-16, 20. These things are extraordinary and I am not advocating them today. At this time in history, both Micah and Isaiah, in order to emphasize and point to the seriousness of their prophecies, did things under God's direction which you and I might lift our eyebrows about today. Now here is an end time scenario. This has never happened in history, but it will happen in the future. We are getting closer to it all the time, very close. He goes on in the rest of the chapter to show that the villages and the towns as well as the capital city of Israel and Judah, meaning Jerusalem, have absorbed the doctrines, the teachings, and the idolatry of the nations. The main culprit was Israel in the north, the northern 10 tribes of Ephraim or Samaria. Judah, which was more isolated in its mountain hideaway to the south, was still affected. This was what Micah was talking about in his prophecies.
Moresheth was the region from where a person would leave the plains area near the Mediterranean and from the southern region near Egypt and go up to Jerusalem. The main fortress in the region, very near Moresheth, was called Lachish. You can go there to this very day and see remains of the large mound which held the ancient city of Lachish.
The Assyrians came to Lachish about the time of Micah or just a bit afterward, captured the fortress, and from there they came up to Jerusalem and almost captured the capital. If God had not intervened in the time of Hezekiah and Isaiah and Micah, the Assyrians would have taken the city. But a plague destroyed the Assyrian army. That time, Judah was spared. 4 In the first chapter, Micah talks about the introduction of idolatry into northern Israel from Assyria, Egypt and other areas, penetrating even into Jerusalem itself. The mountain ridge where you find Jerusalem, and north where you find Samaria, are on the same mountain ridge. It goes up about 2600 feet, a little higher in some areas.
The Geography of Judah around Jerusalem
The interesting feature is that when you are in the Jerusalem area in the south, though the mountain ridge itself is north to south, the mountains which lead up the mountain ridge, are also north to south and make it very difficult to ascend with an army into Jerusalem. The army must go up one mountain, then down into a valley, and up another higher mountain and down into a valley, and then up the highest mountain upon the plateau where you find Jerusalem. This is not the case once you get about 20 miles north of Jerusalem. Suddenly the land opens up and though the same general mountain ridge continues from the south to the north, up north the mountains which make up this mountain ridge actually open up, west to east. The result is that it is much easier to come from the Mediterranean into Samaria or to come from the Jordan valley into Samaria from the east up through the Galilean area. This is one reason ancient Israel in the north more readily absorbed these idolatrous teachings, doctrines and practices than Jerusalem. Micah understood what was happening in northern Israel and condemned the practices. He was very upset when he found Judah itself, which was more protected, was absorbing the same type of teachings.
The geography found here in the first chapter is very interesting. I could take you on a journey through this first chapter of Micah and you would be surprised what you could learn about this prophecy from a geographical point of view. This prophecy has to do with the period when Micah says God will intervene in world affairs. He says it will lead to a period when, "In the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of YHWH [a new Temple] shall be established in the top of the mountains."
• Micah 4:1
Many things must happen before that event occurs. The people of Israel must repent, both northern and southern Israel. They must give up the doctrines they inherited from the nations of the world. Assyria, the chief power at that time, full of supremacy, must be defeated. The Assyrians were a great power and typical of the end time power which will exist, as the Book of Revelation talks about in the New Testament. We will see several New Testament themes as we go along.
We can know these prophecies deal with the end time because they refer to things which have never occurred in history. Granted they are based and anchored in the period of the 8 th century BC, and the powers mentioned have long since disappeared, but those powers will have a revival. There is type and antitype being presented here. The scriptures are plain on that. Type and antitype occur as far as individuals are concerned and they apply to civilizations. There are cyclical prophecies. The Book of Ecclesiastes has several places where Solomon tells us what happened in the past will happen in the future in a cyclical manner. In these prophecies of Micah, we find both past and future.
The Message of Micah
The first chapter introduces all of Micah and it is primarily against Samaria and Jerusalem telling how they inherited the doctrines and prophecies of the pagans. Not only that, the prophets of YHWH from Samaria who traveled and then lived in Jerusalem, they were telling falsehoods. It means the preachers, the priests, the evangelists of ancient times. They were false and evil prophets and teachers. Some might say, "O well, we certainly do not have that today in Israel," or "We do not have that in our modern world." Yet these prophecies have modern relevance to them.
In Micah 2:1 he says, "Woe to them that devise iniquity." Who are these people devising iniquity? Go to verse 4 and you find Micah gets upset with them who devise iniquity and he gives a parable against them. The parable is about how changes are made when no change should be made: changes in doctrine, changes in land patterns, changes in the way God does things, and particularly, changes in geographical points.
False prophets supported these changes. Look at verse 6, "Prophesy you not, say they to them that prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take their shame."
This is King James language, but it shows that the prophets who were prophesying falsehoods or lies were not even ashamed doing so. You might apply this in modern terms today to see if such falsehoods occur. Indeed, they do occur. Micah goes on to say that God Himself will change things. He will bring destruction because the false prophets of Israel (not Micah and Isaiah, but the other prophets) continued to speak lies. This is the topic of Micah chapter 2, going to chapter 3. The result will bring devastation to Jerusalem. Even though they do all of these things, here is the judgment upon them, "Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps
[ruins] and the mountain of the house [the Temple] as the high places of the forest."
• Micah 3:12
He means the Temple will be just like the high places of the forest. This is where the forest ends and where there is nothing above but bare rock. You have seen the high mountains above the tree line. This is what Jerusalem shall become. This is an end time prophecy. It certainly did occur in the Babylonian captivity 150 and some odd years later. It occurred again in the time of Titus, the Roman general, who in 70 AD destroyed the city of Jerusalem and the Temple. This is also in a context of the latter days because in chapter 4 there is the scripture I gave you in the beginning: To understand the whole prophecy of Micah there is something important for you to realize. I want you to read the prophecy of Micah from chapter 4 and 5 by yourself. Then go to chapter 6, which is the next to last chapter. I am giving just an outline here of what the Book of Micah is all about. Micah's principle complaint is the idolatry, the falsehood, the deceit in ancient Israel and the end of the age.
Let us not just pick on Israel, because the beginning of Micah says God will bring judgment to the whole world. (This judgment is the subject of the Book of Revelation.) All Israel is singled out in this prophecy because it is a priesthood nation, a nation which should teach truth to the world. If any of us or any person claims to be a teacher of God, a prophet of God, a minister of God, or an evangelist of God, then they ought to be teaching the truth. They should shun idolatry in all its many forms.
The ancient Israelites may not like idols but they sure flocked around the ancient Temple. In Jerusalem today, at every hour of the day, you will find Jews at the so-called Western Wall, also known as the Wailing Wall. Some people ask, why do they congregate there? They do not need to do so. God does not require or command them to do so. Even today, some Jews make their worship idolatrous. Idolatry can be done in many ways. The idolatry Micah talks about was inherited from the heathens, particularly from the Assyrians and Egyptians. It was appropriated by the priests and the prophets of Israel as their own. It got so you could not tell the difference between the doctrines of God and the doctrines of Balaam, of his god Baal and other gods.
Micah and Balaam
We see in chapter 6 Micah referring to one historical event in the past, so the Israelites will comprehend what his prophecies were all about. Micah singles out a major prophetic event which took place in the time of Moses, some 600 years before Micah. It occurred the year just prior to crossing the river Jordan, and entering the Promised Land of Canaan. Micah tells the people, if you go back and learn again the prophecy told by Moses, all the information I am giving hinges on that earlier prophecy. Micah says, The prophet goes back to an earlier period because these types of events are cyclical in nature. Remember that Micah in earlier chapters was censoring Israel against idolatry and for allowing the nations and their theological opinions to influence and thwart what God had given to them. Micah was upset. He was trying to get the people of northern Israel, in Samaria, as well as those in Judea and Jerusalem, to see the evil of their ways, repent, and to change. He used the prophecies of Balaam as an example of God's judgment on sin, particularly the sin of idolatry.
Background for Micah: Balaam and Balak
Balak was king of Moab, and Balaam was a prophet of pagan gods. He brought other prophets from the area of Mesopotamia.
8 Go to Numbers chapter 22 (through chapter 25) to find the story of how Balak on the other side of Jordan, hired Balaam, who was from Pethor. 9 Balaam has been compared to the Pontifex Maximus of the entire world. This is why Balak called for him. Balak had priests of his own. They had gods which Balak and his people worshipped called Milcom and Chemosh, and others. (Even King Solomon took up some of those doctrines later because of the influence of his wives and concubines, much to his later regret.) These eastern peoples of Moab were descendants of Shem. They came from Lot, close in kin to the ancient Israelites. 6 Shittim was in the plains of Jordan. Gilgal was where Israel had their first Passover in the Promised Land. ELM 7 That is a great principle to comprehend. The apostle Paul expressed the same thing, as did the apostle John in the Book of Revelation (verse 2:14). What we must do at this end time is put all these prophecies together, and realize that there is a scenario being put out to us that we can put flesh on the skeleton if we go by the Books of Daniel and Revelation. It also has to do with us today. As in the days of Micah, the earth will bear witness to the soon-coming of the Lord where the mountains will melt under His feet. In the New Testament period that means the presence of Christ Jesus in the name of and with the personality of YHWH dominating His characteristics. ELM 9 That means from "Peter," the equivalent of "Saint Peters" in Mesopotamia. ELM Balak knew if he wanted to have the God of heaven and earth curse someone, he had to go through people with special authority. Balaam was like a pope, a Pontifex Maximus on the earth. This was the reason Balak called for his aid. Balaam was willing to come but he told Balak, in effect, "I can do nothing unless YHWH Himself (the God of Israel and the God I worship) tells me to do it." Balak agreed to this provision, but he still wanted Balaam to curse Israel. They looked down from the heights over the Jordan Valley toward the west, later called Judea. They could see the vast expanse of the people of Israel below. They knew about the Exodus and their great and miraculous passage through the Red Sea, and the miraculous destruction of the Amalekites, and how the Israelites were supplied in the wilderness for 40 years. They understood all these miracles.
They also knew that the God of Israel, YHWH, was a powerful God. In fact, many identified Him as the God of Gods. Therefore, they called on Balaam, who said, "I will prophesy in the name of YHWH. I will say what I have to say." Balak said to Balaam, I do not want you to bless them, I want you to curse them.
Balaam could not do it. He began to leave. On the way, God had a conversation with Balaam. God was upset with him on one point, there was one thing Balaam did not do, and so the "Balaam's ass" incident occurred. That was in Numbers chapter 22. Finally, Balaam did all God told him to do, and he went back to Balak. Balaam gave a series of four prophecies. On four different occasions sacrifices were offered at an altar, yet Balaam did not curse but he blessed Israel, much to Balak's displeasure. Balaam could do nothing else. He had to perform his role of a prophet and he had to tell the truth as God commanded.
These four prophecies are given in Numbers chapters 23 and 24. It is most interesting that in Numbers 24:14 the reader is told when Balaam's prophecies will be fulfilled. They were not to occur immediately. Some of them were grand prophecies, having world-shaking consequences. You can see why King Balak of Moab was not pleased with this. "A star shall come out of Jacob." The star is the Messiah. It will not be for that time, but it will occur "in the latter days." Micah referred to this in his prophecy. He said go and read what Balaam said and you will see what will happen to all the nations round about. It will extend to Assyria. The second prophecy continues: "Out of Jacob shall come he [Messiah] , that shall have dominion, and he shall destroy him that remains of the city." (Numbers 24:19 This is the end of Balaam's prophecy. At the very end of these prophecies, we find Assyria shall be destroyed. Who will come out the winner? It will be the people of Eber. The Hebrews will have a person who will be the star which comes out of Jacob, who shall have dominion. He will put down the Amalekites, the Kenites, the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Assyrians, and those of Chittim in a major war at the end of the age. This war has not happened yet. Micah refers to this prophecy as one you should read so Micah's prophecy can be understood. Balaam's prophecies have to do with the end time and Micah's prophecies deal with the end time.
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What followed after Balaam gave these prophecies? The Israelites immediately after were given to idolatrous relationships with the Midianite women and committed adultery with them. The sexual practices were religious. Moses was upset. God was upset. Joshua was upset. It resulted in 24,000 Israelites being killed soon after Balaam gave his prophecies about the end times. Micah said, go to Balaam's prophecies to see the consequences of my prophecies. Micah is about Israel and Judah, and a time when God is about to come to earth, when idolatry again will be rampant on earth and even in Israel.
Micah, Balaam, and the Apostle Paul
Let us go farther. To better understand the prophecies of Micah, read 1 Corinthians chapter 10. Look at the events mentioned by the apostle Paul. He connected Micah's prophecies in a cyclical sense, using them as a type for his own period, but reaching to our period at the end of the age, the time period Balaam referred to, the very time which Micah referenced.
"Moreover, brethren [he said to the Corinthian Gentiles], I would not that you should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea [speaking of the Exodus]; and were all baptized unto Moses ...
[they] did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. [he goes on to say:] But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness."
• 1 Corinthians 10:1-2, 4-5
Right after Balaam's prophecies, the Israelites went immediately into idolatry. Paul says in verse 6 to those in the 1 st century AD, "Now these things were our examples." But these events are not only for them; they reach out and are an example for those who live at the end of the age. This means us:
"Now these things were our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted."
• 1 Corinthians 10:6
They lusted not just after physical fornication, but fornication of the idolatry of this world which many people have the gall to say were YHWH's teachings. Paul says, "Neither be you idolaters, …" He is following the Balaam prophecies precisely.
"Neither be you idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, 'The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.' Neither let us commit fornication as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand."
• 1 Corinthians 10:7-8
In Numbers 25:9 it says 24,000 were finally killed, but Paul is saying on the first day 23,000 died. They were killed because they descended into idolatry. In other words, the final admonition was for Christians, reaching to the end of the age. You and I are in that age. We are coming into the period which Micah talked about: "in the last days" (Micah 4:1). We are coming into the period which Balaam talked about for Israel "in the latter days," when a star will come out of Jacob, when Messiah will come, and that is the very thing which will occur when idolatry is put down.
The apostle Paul goes on to say to the Corinthians, who were Gentiles, who had the Holy Spirit, but at the same time they had absorbed many of the teachings of the Gentiles around them and they were bringing in Gentile teachings and were trying to mix them with the teachings of Christianity. The apostle Paul had to straighten them out.
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Do you know what we have done at the end of the age, over the last 1900+ years since Paul wrote? Christianity has absorbed, in most cases, the very things Paul said the Corinthians should not do, the very things Micah said should not be done, and the very things Balaam prophesied. All these must be put into an end-time context. The apostle Paul continues, "There has no temptation [or trial] taken you such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer [allow] Paul's whole theme is "flee from idolatry." He goes on to say the Corinthians were involved in idolatrous practices. Some things done in Corinth were all right, he said, but other things were not right. Some were mixing pagan rites in with what some people call the Lord's Supper. They were performing all sorts of customs which in many cases were nothing more than idolatry. The same thing happened after Balaam gave his prophecies and advice to Balak about the ancient Israelites. And again, why were these examples given? They were for us who live at the closing of the aions. That means for you and me today.
Idolatry was a central theme even of the apostle Paul's teaching, which is, "do not commit idolatry." Idolatry is in many ways the most tenacious doctrine that people hold on to more than any other. Idolatry involves things which we do in our everyday lives throughout the year. How many of you just love Christmas? Is not Christmas a fine, beautiful way to have a good time according to most people? Yet it is nothing more than the celebration of pagan sun god worship. Go ahead and keep it if you wish, that is up to you, but the apostle Paul says, "flee from idolatry. " We also find the epistle of First John telling us "Little children, keep yourselves from idols" (1 John 5:21). Idolatry is everywhere in our modern generation, as it was in the past, and as it will be at the end of the age. We find the apostle Paul connecting these events of the past to what Micah said we should look at if you want to understand his prophecies.
Back to Micah
Return to Micah and look at some very interesting things. In Micah 2:12-13 we find at the end of the age, Israel will be dealt with and will learn its lesson. It says in the Book of Zechariah (12:11-13:2) there will be a great mourning in Israel, in Judea, in Jerusalem. At the very end of the age, they will give up idolatry and get it out of their system. That is the central key.
Not everyone will do it at first. To finally remove idolatry will require the destruction of Jerusalem once more. We find it in the 14 th chapter of Zechariah, we find it in Micah 3:12; and in other scriptures as well. Here is what will happen with Israel, and it is a glorious thing. It is just as Balaam said. When Balaam got up, and tried to bring curses finally upon Israel, even though they deserved them, he could not give any curses whatever. This is what Micah was trying to encourage Israelites to understand. But to come to the period when God will bless Israel, and bless it abundantly, it was meant for them to flee idolatry at that time, and not go to it immediately as in Numbers chapter 25, on the heels of Balaam's prophecies. Nor were they to do what they did in the time of Isaiah, or in the time of Micah, or in the time of the apostle Paul.
There is coming a period, however, at the end of the age when Israel will learn its lesson. This lesson will be learned not only in Israel but also throughout the entire world. The whole world finally will begin to realize idolatry is not the way to understand God. In fact, it is the way to misunderstanding. We must get rid of this idolatrous society and the principles of idolatry which penetrate the very fabric of our civilization. It is the subject the prophets talked about most. Idolatry is why we find, in a prophetic sense, even the apostles Paul, John, and others center their teachings on it. Let us look at what will finally happen. Notice this -God is coming in person to lead them out of captivity, to break the gates which keep them hemmed in -in the world. He will be called the great Messiah, the Breaker. He also will break the idols in other places. He will lead them. Who is being spoken of here? We know from the New Testament who was born in Bethlehem Ephratah. It was Jesus the Christ, the Messiah. He is "the breaker." He is the one to come. He is the one to set His feet upon the surface of this earth, to lead Israel into righteousness. It goes on to say He will be the ruler in Israel. To continue Micah 5:2: "Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting," as it says in the King James. This means "from ancient times," long before Abraham was ever here on earth.
Remember what Jesus said when they said to him "You are not 50 years old, and have you seen Abraham?" (John 8:57). He replied to them, "Before Abraham was I am" (John 8:58). By saying "I am," He identified Himself with YHWH, the One who was, the One who is, the One who will be -the One who is continually present. The "I AM" And who is this "I Am"? He came of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1, 5-6; Luke 2:4, 15; and John 7:41-43). Do you see the New Testament relevance to all of this? Paul, John, Peter, and the rest of them saw all of these things.
More Interconnected Prophecy
Micah connects his prophecies with Balaam's prophecies at the time of the Exodus. Both have a latterday significance when the whole world will be in a confrontation between the people of Chittim in the west 12 against the Shemetic tribes in the east (Asshur), and Heber in the middle, that is the Hebrews, Israel. Put them all together and you have a prophetic scenario of teaching: how Jesus Christ will come to save Jacob (or Israel), and not only save Israel but the whole world from their idolatry, and put them into a relationship with God in which righteousness, judgment, and proper living will be in existence. Prosperity will break out on the earth. That is why Micah says, "But In the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of YHWH shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it."
When this person out of Bethlehem comes along, He is called "the Breaker," or as Balaam says, "the Star that shall come out of Jacob." When He comes to rule with dominion, with the scepter on his side, many nations shall come and say, "… let us go up to the mountain of YHWH, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us his ways, and will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of YHWH from Jerusalem."
• Isaiah 2:3 and Micah 4:2 (almost identical in Hebrew)
David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament
David Dorsey understands the Book of Micah as having seven major literary units, which exhibit a symmetric arrangement, which was intentional. The last three sections of Micah not only correspond to the first three, but they help the reader of Micah understand the dilemmas posed by the first three. 
